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A SPECIAL COMMEMORATIVE EDITION TO CELEBRATE
THE JULY PROGRAM

‘GENESIS — A BOOK OF ENCOUNTERS’
The Program opens:

After mont hs &rofoSt MapreeagpFaitara Gill warmly welcomed participants from Canada, India, Is
Nicaragua, Philippines, South Africa, Uganda, UK, and the W& a special Opening Ceremoaog 04 July. Carefully
selectedéxt books an@ Source boolwere gven to each student, and theidies began

The Opening Ceremony.

Back Row, | tor: Adam Megge; Br Pontian Mukasa; Fr Maréklynarcyk;
Prof ./ Sr Maureena Fritz; Noell e Lor

Middle Row, | to r: Marjan Saenen; Pia Sison; Revd Gill Putham; Sr Phy
Kapuscinski; Anne Dunham; Jojééartinez; Br Bernard Luwerekera

r Kneeling | to r: Kristine Meneses; Sabrina Brown

b o e S
This wasan exceptional program of encoumstand interpretation of the text of Genesis throogire than fortyectures,
four and a half days of field trips and many havrutah sessiddditional to this wasynagogue worship, Shabbat
suppers,Havdalah liturgy Hebrew song and danam internationahight, etc.aswell as Christian worship sessions at
various locationsi on the Sea of Galilee, in Magdatacelebrate the newly elevated positf St Mary Magdalene, no
known as the Apostle to the Apostles, and many other great moments.  With such full schedule, it was amazing tpat th
groupstill managed to fit in even moteps and social activitie® make his time sanemorable. Thgpictures tellsome

of the story:
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Prof. Sr Maureena Fritz Rabbi Levi WeimarKelman Rabbi Dr Michael Dr Rachel Adelman  Rabbi Mordechai
Marmur Silverstein

Some of our Professors in action:

/

Rabbi Do Marmur  Rabbi JeffreySaks Sarah Israeli

Esther Lapian



http://www.batkol.info/

July 2016 Graduation Ceremony

Closing Thoughts at the July 2016 Graduation Ceremony

From Pia Sison

Thank you for the pleasure of knowing you and studying with you. Indeed, we were talmidim who feammexlr
rabbis. We wrestled with rabbis past and present. They challenged us to wrestle with the biblical text. We wresjled w
biblical narratives. We wrestled with biblical writers. We wrestled with biblical characters. We wrestled with eachj othe
We wrestled with ourselves. We wrestled with God. Our overall experience was a wrestling match made in heavgn. N
it is time to Lekhl 6 B boago forttd a n d , in the spirit of Tikkun Ol am f
spheres of influence. Bacth HaShem!

From Gill Putnam:

Shalom It seems such a short time since we met each other through your applications and neypipenrsestof emails,
andthen at last you wergafelyhere in the flesh. Now albo soon we areayng farewell as we redcthe end oivhat
will have been a life changing experierioe each one Butis this the end? Naf coursei t 0 ghe endbuta new
beginning as you returto your families, communities, colleges as changed people, thinking differently tdao]t
interpretation of The Wordmusing on youidentity as Adam 1 or Adam 2ransformedby walking The Landhaving
encoungredthe Divine Presencia the place where @ hasrevealedthe Divine Self throughout timeéAs you go out to
share all you havexperienced, may-@ continue to work through each one and so draw you and otherd@sesrto the
Divine Self. | prayyouwill continue to be blessed by thmé& we have been together and @i will also be a blessin
to othersas youeachcontinueyour ownjourney;.

The President’s Closing Address to the July 2016 Participants
A few weeks ago | welcomed you from different parts of the dvade community to our study of and encounter with fhe
Book of Genesis and the Land. You came from Canada, the USA, Nicaragua, India, the UK, Uganda, the Phifippin
South Africa and Israel. Today at this closing exercise, | welcome you again, but ymat #re same person you we
then. We have all changed. | am not the same. You are not the same. All that we have heard and done has charfged t
sat for hours at the feet of our Jewish scholars, each with his/her own expertise in Talmudic, Michedilbial and
modern interpretations of the Book of Genesis. With Jewish guides we walked throughout Jerusalem, which incliided
Temple Mount, the Mount of Olives and Mount Scopus. We travelled to the Baptismal site of Jesus, the wildefness
Judea, andhroughout Galilee, including Nazareth, Capernaum, Tel Dan and Magdala. We enjoyed the lapping of tl
waves as we sailed across the Sea of Galilee. During it all, we were changed. In what is called quality time, timej§n wk
the past and future are folflénto the present, in contrast to chronological tilmt passes and gets lost, eveiryg we
did and heard is now woven into the fabric of our new self.




| sense the fire that has been enkindled within many of us, a kindling not unlike that of Jesus, which happened
his baptism, and happened to Balaam, the prophet in Parashat Balak that we studied on our last ShabbaBvéoget
Fox, translgor and commentator dfhe Five Books of Moseshich you received, wrote in his articleensing Balaats
Divine Moment: Prophecy as PoetiyTheTorah.comthat Balaam &d a new and overwhelming experience of God
his description of the vocabulary of prophecy, he
AfseesdO in a way heé6Gdiahd é@dbhe seéiesvpbred dare s(ANGgupon Balaa
changing him into another person; and Bal aam, i nf
24.34). Something of the same is what several of us experienced.

Soloveitchik (author of Theonely Man of Faithwhich we studied together) wrote that we are all called to be chang
become prophets, to become men and women of God, mouthpieces of the Divine. A quote of his (adapted for t

inclusive | anguage) r eads: epersdnaity ohthesprophetxEadh one & obtigatedad (i

new life to his/her own being by modeling his/her personality upon the image of the prophet; one must carry
oneds enmation sirdill sthe actualizes the idea of propBeagtil one isworthy and fit to receive the divin
overfl ow. 0

That is the mission of Bat Kol , to become a Bat K
wi || hear and we wil/| doo (Dt. 5.27).

In the words of God to Moses (Gen. 12.1), let me say, beloved Bat Kolergekh LekhaGo forttd fifor out of Zion
shall go forth the Torah, and the word of the LOR

Now, as | <cal/l out each of your names and pause af

Maureena Fritz
To Sum Up

from Marjan Saenen

Our 2016 Bat Kol group studying the book of Genesis, could be seen as representative of the greater Bat Kol
Sr . Maureenads wordsé fAiBat Kol pl ays a small but s

We were a small but diverse groupjnging the enthusiasm and joy of youth (our youngest member was 25) a
kindness and wisdom of the eld (our oldest member was 98Je brought the perspective of a strong progressive
of view and the steady strehgbf our loved traditionWe brought academic excellence as well as newly for
guestions.

We brought a wonderful mix and blessing of a balanced female and male presence and i gfdalyrand ordained
persons.But most of all we brought a generous spirit, a joyful spirit, evdaring spirit. Our classroom discussions wi
many and at times intense; our relaxed time together was always joyful and we formed an intimate bond
friendships. We wanted to learn and learn we did.

How did our small group grow to take on tleeel of significance? It is impossible to list all the qualities of each o
our professors. We had intense lessons to help us see philosophical difference between the two creation
learned a very useful and mind broadening interpretatiothe story of Cain and Abel; Abraham, Sarah and Hagal
now our close companions after severasgntations on these topicsdifferent professors. Noah and Sodom, Abrah
and even Tamar wi || never be fij ustn egperoin thersfield. Each wa
exemplary in their dedication to teaching and each paid careful attention to our learning. We were encourag
guestions and our daily havrutah style small group discussions added to the imprinting of our learning.

We are so grateful to Sr. Maureena for her careful planning of these excellent learning opportunities. We ar
grateful to Rev. Gill, who worked tirelessly to keep the day to day activities flow smoothly and her attention to de
all of us ontrack.

But no Jerusalem study session is complete without the amazing excursions that are part of the Bat Kol pro
year . For the Genesis session this summer we were

high pointsaround the city complete with scriptural references. An archeological tour of the Dome of the Rock/
Temple platform was fascinating. Galilee was a three day highlight. The accommodations on the Sea of Gal
heavenly. Our group knew how tojey a swim in the sea arehjoyrelaxed time along the shores in the evening light.
walk throughCapernaumto see the Primacy of Peter site, and the synagogue where Jesus taught was awe ins

0 hin
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Dan was a new experience, and the heat of themdaychallenging, but the springs and the ancient road leading tip the
city gate where Ataham himself walked was a joy. For many ofths, highlight was the boat ride across the Sed| of
Galilee and the visit to the site where Mary of Magdala is rememiagr@dhere recently an ancient synagogue fldpr
from the time of Jesus, where Jesus certainly preached, wasatied. We stooth awe! And we were there on the e

of the new major Feast Day honoring Mary of Magdala as the apostle to the apostlessttoadio announce th
Resurrection. OJOY!

Hebrew was challenging and we <certainly encouragellca

help you because on your own it is very difficult). But we increased in our knowledgeanddeo appreciate th
importance of the biblical language.

United Kingdom, India, Philippines, Nicaragua, South Africa and Ugandareféen to our countries enriched a
changed by our experiences. We will reach out to our students, parishioners, community members and family injthis r
state of mind. YES, there will be a significant impact in our church.

If there is anyone readingithand debating whether this program is right for,yletiour groupserve asanexample, the
answer is clear. Yes, come and leafes, come and experience, Yes, come and EXPECT A BLESSING.
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THE SHABBAT TABLE IS SET
Glimpses of Erev Shabbat Supper Tables around the Bat Kol International Community
INDIA: A beautiful table set for one

JERUSALEM: Table for one

SEE THE NEXT PAGE FOR GREAT NEWS FROM
EMILY VANBERKUM ABOUT THE LATEST SHABBAT SUPPER GROUP RECENTLY FORMED IN
TORONTO, CANADA.




EMILY VANBERKUM, BAT KOL 2013, WRITES:

On Friday, July 29, five members of the Bat Kol Toronto area alumni gathered for a reunion and mugh
anticipated Sabbath evening prayer celebration. Just as theasusbaut t@et, Rev. Sandra Clark led us

in a reading of Genesis 23Lbefore Elizabeth Chelselewell lit the Sabbath table candles &noha Li
blessed our wine and challah bread.

We feasted on pasta and hummus (with plenty of dessert to beéoe) we delved intodble Talk based on the Parashijh
HaShavuah and Bat Kol website commentary. Thank you to Marie Andre's reflection and discussion questions, alf we
were able to unite our small group to the wider, global Bat Kol community!

Following ou discussion, there was time to reflect about our new beginning and the endless possibilities for thejgrou
future. Although we have yet to officially finalize a group name, "Chalam" (to dream) is a serious contender. Why th
name? Group members feehtiBat Kol was born out of a dream and it eventually became a reality. To honouf and
celebrate this initial vision as it grew and transformed in wonderful ways over the years, our chapter will take thisjHebr
word as our potential namesake. Stay tuned fmonfirmed group name.

In the meantime, Emily looks forward to hosting you for the next Toronto alumni group meeting on Friday, Septelpber
at 7:00pm. If interested, please contact her via engailily.vanberkum@mail.utoronto.éar more details.

SHABBAT SHARED AROUND THE WORLD:

Each Eev Shabht, Jewsshare thispecial meato start the blessed time of Shabbaithough many will be with their
families and friendspthersmay be alone. Werever yowsharethis mea) or even if you are alone, you arenneceéd with

a worldwide community. Jugtut a white cloth on the table, liglend blesghe candlesprepare your meal with careay

the blessing®ver the wine and breadnjoy the feast and then reflect on the Parashah portitaty. the presence of th
Belovedand thepeace of Shabb#itl your heartsandhomesnd may you rejoice in Golfds
all creation.

I f you d oBat&ollitungg hoeklettfon the SHabat Supper, contact Gilgill@batkol.info,and itwill emailed to
you ora printedcopypp ost ed . Do n 6t anfl use theeParashab cothroentary, wrateh by Bat Kol alumsjjand
sent out from Bat Kol each week.

Please send Gill news (and pictures if possible) of how you celebrate Shabbat, either singlgroups

AND FINALLY!

Now is the time to start making plans to attend the July 2017 program on Exodus. Full details are omthg fpaltpe
as well as on the websiteww.batkol.infa
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BAT KOL INSTITUTE FO R JEWISH STUDIES, JERUSALEM
JULY 2017 PROGRAM

EXODUS: MOSES, PROPHET AND SERVANT
The revelation and the covenant

Location of Course:Jerusalem, Israel
Date: July 627, 2017.
Content: Classroom lectures and study trips to various sites in the Holy Land

Professors:A team of Jewish and Christian professors.

Descripton. Who i s this man, Moses, whom the LORD knew a
to glorydo? Generations of eotedawesome gortraits of hire.r Philo,difedf Mosed| i s
frescoes in the ancient synaghlgses; ot tthed Miadimawd ] o e Mc

etc,and, more recently, the fihorned Noseand AafgnSiymucdireudia n
Moses and Monotheis Martin Buber Moses and the negro spirituals, etc. Of particular interest to Christians is the|posp:

Moses: the revelation and the covenant, New York, 1998.

OF PARTICULAR NOTE FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS : Bat Kol programs are accepted for academic creditfoy a
number of colleges artthis is negotiable with all instituted'he unique quality of Bat Kol programs is that they compine
encounters with the Book, the Land dahd People

COST: 3,950 USDwhich includes full tuition, books, studyours board and rom in single, en suite rooms in fhe
beautifulSt. Charles Hospice in tligerman Colonyf Jerusalem and board and aoowodation on the Sea of Galilee.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Contact ProSr Maureena Fritz, B.A., B.Ed., M.A., Ph.D.

St Charles Hospice Jerusalem Galilee Desert

BAT KOL INSTITUTE FOR JEWISH STUDIES,
POB 8030, JERUSALEM, 9108001, ISRAEL
19832016
www.batkol.info. 972(0)54342227maureena@batkol.info
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