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 This was an exceptional program of encounters and interpretation of the text of Genesis through more than forty lectures,      

four and a half days of field trips and many havrutah sessions.   Additional to this was synagogue worship,      Shabbat  

 suppers,  Havdalah liturgy, Hebrew song and dance, an international night, etc. as well as  Christian worship sessions at  

 various  locations ï on  the Sea of Galilee, in Magdala to celebrate the newly elevated position of St Mary Magdalene, now  

 known  as the Apostle to the Apostles, and many other great moments.    With such full schedule, it was amazing that the  

 group still  managed to fit in even more trips and social activities to make this time so memorable.   The pictures tell some  

 of the story: 
 

                                                
          Prof. Sr Maureena Fritz          Rabbi Levi Weiman-Kelman        Rabbi Dr Michael        Dr Rachel Adelman        Rabbi Mordechai 

                                                                                                  Marmur                                                               Silverstein 

                                        
                                       Esther Lapian        Rabbi Dow Marmur        Rabbi Jeffrey Saks           Sarah Israeli       

After monthsô of preparation, Prof. Sr Maureena Fritz and Gill warmly welcomed participants from Canada, India, Israel, 

Nicaragua, Philippines,  South Africa, Uganda, UK, and the USA with a special Opening Ceremony on 04 July.  Carefully 

selected text books and a Source book were given to each student, and the studies began   

  
 

 

The Opening Ceremony. 
 

Back Row, l to r:  Adam Megge; Br Pontian Mukasa; Fr Marek  Mlynarcyk; 

Prof./Sr Maureena Fritz; Noelle Lomanto; Fr Lancy DôSouza; Fr John Boughton, 

 

Middle Row, l to r: Marjan Saenen; Pia Sison; Revd Gill Putnam; Sr Phyllis 

Kapuscinski; Anne Dunham; Jojee Martinez; Br Bernard Luwerekera 

 

Kneeling, l to r:  Kristine Meneses;  Sabrina Brown 
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From Pia Sison: 

Thank you for the pleasure of knowing you and studying with you. Indeed, we were talmidim who learned from our 

rabbis. We wrestled with rabbis past and present. They challenged us to wrestle with the biblical text. We wrestled with 

biblical narratives. We wrestled with biblical writers. We wrestled with biblical characters. We wrestled with each other. 

We wrestled with ourselves. We wrestled with God. Our overall experience was a wrestling match made in heaven. Now 

it is time to Lekh-lôkhaðto go forthðand, in the spirit of Tikkun Olam, ñrestore the divine in this worldò within our 

spheres of influence. Baruch HaShem! 

 

From Gill Putnam: 

Shalom. It seems such a short time since we met each other through your applications and my persistent torrent of emails, 

and then at last you were safely here in the flesh.  Now all too soon we are saying farewell as we reach the end of what 

will  have been a life changing experience for each one.  But is this the end?  No, of course itôs not the end but a new 

beginning as you return to your families, communities, colleges as changed people, thinking differently about the 

interpretation of The Word, musing on your identity as Adam 1 or Adam 2, transformed by walking The Land, having 

encountered the Divine Presence in the place where G-d has revealed the Divine Self throughout time. As you go out to 

share all you have experienced, may G-d continue to work through each one and so draw you and others ever closer to the 

Divine Self.  I pray you will  continue to be blessed by the time we have been together and that you will  also be a blessing 

to others as you each continue your own journey. 

   

 
A few weeks ago I welcomed you from different parts of the worldwide community to our study of and encounter with the 

Book of Genesis and the Land. You came from Canada, the USA, Nicaragua, India, the UK, Uganda, the Philippines, 

South Africa and Israel. Today at this closing exercise, I welcome you again, but you are not the same person you were 

then.  We have all changed. I am not the same. You are not the same. All that we have heard and done has changed us. We 

sat for hours at the feet of our Jewish scholars, each with his/her own expertise in Talmudic, Midrashic, medieval and 

modern interpretations of the Book of Genesis. With Jewish guides we walked throughout Jerusalem, which included the 

Temple Mount, the Mount of Olives and Mount Scopus.  We travelled to the Baptismal site of Jesus, the wilderness of 

Judea, and throughout Galilee, including Nazareth, Capernaum, Tel Dan and Magdala. We enjoyed the lapping of the 

waves as we sailed across the Sea of Galilee. During it all, we were changed. In what is called quality time, time in which 

the past and future are folded into the present, in contrast to chronological time that passes and gets lost, everything we 

did and heard is now woven into the fabric of our new self.  



I sense the fire that has been enkindled within many of us, a kindling not unlike that of Jesus, which happened to him at 

his baptism, and happened to Balaam, the prophet in Parashat Balak that we studied on our last Shabbath together. Everett 

Fox, translator and commentator of The Five Books of Moses, which you received, wrote in his article, Sensing Balaamôs 

Divine Moment: Prophecy as Poetry ï TheTorah.com. that Balaam had a new and overwhelming experience of God. In 

his description of the vocabulary of prophecy, he emphasized, ñseeingò, the ñSpirit of Godò, and ñutteranceò. Balaam 

ñseesò in a way he did not see before; Godôs ruah, óthe divine rushing-spiritô (Numbers 24.2) came upon Balaam, 

changing him into another person; and Balaam, infused with the ñspiritò breaks into an unforgettable rhythm (Numbers 

24.3-4).  Something of the same is what several of us experienced.  

Soloveitchik (author of The Lonely Man of Faith, which we studied together) wrote that we are all called to be changed, to 

become prophets, to become men and women of God, mouthpieces of the Divine.  A quote of his (adapted for the sake of 

inclusive language) reads: ñThe most exalted creation of all is the personality of the prophet. Each one is obligated to give 

new life to his/her own being by modeling his/her personality upon the image of the prophet; one must carry through 

oneôs own self-creation until s/he actualizes the idea of prophecyðuntil one is worthy and fit to receive the divine 

overflow.ò  

That is the mission of Bat Kol, to become a Bat Kol, a ódaughterô of the Word of God, through hearing and doing.  ñWe 

will hear and we will doò (Dt. 5.27). 

In the words of God to Moses (Gen. 12.1), let me now say, beloved Bat Kolers, Lekh Lekha, Go forthðñfor out of Zion 

shall go forth the Torah, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalemò (Is.2.3).  

Now, as I call out each of your names and pause after each name, send a prayer and a blessing upon the one namedé.  

Maureena Fritz  

from Marjan Saenen 
 

Our 2016 Bat Kol group studying the book of Genesis, could be seen as representative of the greater Bat Kol mission. In 

Sr. Maureenaôs wordsô ñBat Kol plays a small but significant role in the churchò.   
 

We were a small but diverse group, bringing the enthusiasm and joy of youth (our youngest member was 25) and the 

kindness and wisdom of the elders (our oldest member was 95). We brought the perspective of a strong progressive point 

of view and the steady strength of our loved tradition. We brought academic excellence as well as newly formed 

questions. 
 

We brought a wonderful mix and blessing of a balanced female and male presence and a great mix of lay and ordained 

persons.  But most of all we brought a generous spirit, a joyful spirit, even a daring spirit. Our classroom discussions were 

many and at times intense; our relaxed time together was always joyful and we formed an intimate bond and many 

friendships. We wanted to learn and learn we did. 
  

How did our small group grow to take on the level of significance? It is impossible to list all the qualities of each one of 

our professors.  We had intense lessons to help us see philosophical difference between the two creation stories; we 

learned a very useful and mind broadening interpretation on the story of Cain and Abel; Abraham, Sarah and Hagar are 

now our close companions after several presentations on these topics by different professors. Noah and Sodom, Abraham 

and even Tamar will never be ñjust storiesò to us. Our professors were more than expert in their field. Each was 

exemplary in their dedication to teaching and each paid careful attention to our learning. We were encouraged to ask 

questions and our daily havrutah style small group discussions added to the imprinting of our learning. 
 

We are so grateful to Sr. Maureena for her careful planning of these excellent learning opportunities. We are equally 

grateful to Rev. Gill, who worked tirelessly to keep the day to day activities flow smoothly and her attention to detail kept 

all of us on track. 
 

But no Jerusalem study session is complete without the amazing excursions that are part of the Bat Kol program each 

year. For the Genesis session this summer we were treated to ñThe City of Jerusalem tourò seen from all the surrounding 

high points around the city complete with scriptural references. An archeological tour of the Dome of the Rock/Ancient 

Temple platform was fascinating. Galilee was a three day highlight. The accommodations on the Sea of Galilee were 

heavenly. Our group knew how to enjoy a swim in the sea and enjoy relaxed time along the shores in the evening light. To 

walk through Capernaum, to see the Primacy of Peter site, and the synagogue where Jesus taught was awe inspiring. Tel 

http://thetorah.com/sensing-balaams-divine-moment-prophecy-as-poetry/
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Dan was a new experience, and the heat of the day was challenging, but the springs and the ancient road leading to the 

city gate where Abraham himself walked was a joy.   For many of us, the highlight was the boat ride across the Sea of 

Galilee and the visit to the site where Mary of Magdala is remembered and where recently an ancient synagogue floor 

from the time of Jesus, where Jesus certainly preached, was discovered. We stood in awe!  And we were there on the eve 

of the new major Feast Day honoring Mary of Magdala as the apostle to the apostles, the first one to announce the 

Resurrection. OH JOY! 
 

Hebrew was challenging and we certainly encourage careful preparation for next yearôs participants. (Find someone to 

help you because on your own it is very difficult). But we increased in our knowledge and learned to appreciate the 

importance of the biblical language. 
   
Will our small group play a significant role in the church? Our small group of 16 participants came from Canada, USA, 

United Kingdom, India, Philippines, Nicaragua, South Africa and Uganda. We return to our countries enriched and 

changed by our experiences. We will reach out to our students, parishioners, community members and family in this new 

state of mind. YES, there will be a significant impact in our church. 
 

If there is anyone reading this and debating whether this program is right for you, let our group serve as an example, the 

answer is clear. Yes, come and learn, Yes, come and experience, Yes, come and EXPECT A BLESSING. 

Glimpses of Erev Shabbat Supper Tables around the Bat Kol International Community 

 

 



On Friday, July 29, five members of the Bat Kol Toronto area alumni gathered for a reunion and much 

anticipated Sabbath evening prayer celebration. Just as the sun was about to set, Rev. Sandra Clark led us 

in a reading of Genesis 2:1-3 before Elizabeth Chelsey-Jewell lit the Sabbath table candles and Fiona Li 

blessed our wine and challah bread.  

  

 
We feasted on pasta and hummus (with plenty of dessert to share) before we delved into Table Talk based on the Parashah 

HaShavuah and Bat Kol website commentary. Thank you to Marie Andre's reflection and discussion questions, as we 

were able to unite our small group to the wider, global Bat Kol community!  
 

Following our discussion, there was time to reflect about our new beginning and the endless possibilities for the group's 

future. Although we have yet to officially finalize a group name, "Chalam" (to dream) is a serious contender. Why this 

name? Group members feel that Bat Kol was born out of a dream and it eventually became a reality. To honour and 

celebrate this initial vision as it grew and transformed in wonderful ways over the years, our chapter will take this Hebrew 

word as our potential namesake. Stay tuned for a confirmed group name. 
 

In the meantime, Emily looks forward to hosting you for the next Toronto alumni group meeting on Friday, September 30 

at 7:00pm. If interested, please contact her via email:  emily.vanberkum@mail.utoronto.ca for more details. 

Each Erev Shabbat, Jews share this special meal to start the blessed time of Shabbat.  Although many will be with their 

families and friends, others may be alone.  Wherever you share this meal, or even if you are alone, you are connected with 

a worldwide community. Just put a white cloth on the table, light and bless the candles, prepare your meal with care, say 

the blessings over the wine and bread, enjoy the feast and then reflect on the Parashah portion.  May the presence of the 

Beloved and the peace of Shabbat fill your hearts and homes and may you rejoice in Godôs precious gift of the Sabbath to 

all creation.  

 

If you donôt have the Bat Kol liturgy booklet for the Shabbat Supper, contact Gill, gill@batkol.info, and it will emailed   to 

you or a printed copy posted.  Donôt forget to download and use the Parashah commentary, written by Bat Kol alums and 

sent out from Bat Kol each week.  

 

Please send Gill news (and pictures if possible) of how you celebrate Shabbat, either singly or as a group. 

 

   

 

Now is the time to start making plans to attend the July 2017 program on Exodus.  Full details are on the following page 

as well as on the website, www.batkol.info.     
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BAT KOL INSTITUTE FO R JEWISH STUDIES, JERUSALEM  

JULY 2017 PROGRAM 

 

EXODUS: MOSES, PROPHET AND SERVANT 

The revelation and the covenant 

 

Location of Course: Jerusalem, Israel 

 

Date: July 6-27, 2017. 

 

Content: Classroom lectures and study trips to various sites in the Holy Land 

 

Professors: A team of Jewish and Christian professors.  

 

Description: Who is this man, Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face and called to lead a people from ñignominy  

to gloryò? Generations of creative writers and artists have presented awesome portraits of him, i.e., Philo, Life of Moses; 

frescoes in the ancient synagogues; the medieval Jewish ñChronicles of Moses our teacherò; the óMidrash on Mosesô death, 

etc., and, more recently, the ñhorned Moses of Michelangeloò; Schoenbergôs opera, Moses and Aaron; Sigmund Freud, 

Moses and Monotheism; Martin Buber, Moses, and the negro spirituals, etc. Of particular interest to Christians is the gospel 

according to Matthew where the writer presents Jesus as a new Moses. All of these creative works take inspiration from the 

Book of Exodus, a book to be approached in this course through ancient, medieval and modern methods of interpretation. 
 

Partial Bibliography : R. ALTER, The Five Books of Moses, New York 2004; E. FOX, The Five Books of Moses, London 

1995; M. FISHBANE, Text and Texture, 1979; J.L. KUGEL, The Bible as it was, Cambridge, 1997; W.G. PLAUT, The 

Torah, a modern commentary, New York, 2006; N. Leibowitz, Studies in Shemot Exodus, Jerusalem, 1978; M. BUBER, 

Moses: the revelation and the covenant, New York, 1998. 
   
OF PARTICULAR NOTE FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS :  Bat Kol programs are accepted for academic credit by a 

number of colleges and this is negotiable with all institutes. The unique quality of Bat Kol programs is that they combine 

encounters with the Book, the Land and the People  
 

COST:  3,950 USD which includes full tuition, books, study tours, board and room in single, en suite rooms in the 

beautiful St. Charles Hospice in the German Colony of Jerusalem and board and accommodation on the Sea of Galilee. 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Contact Prof.Sr Maureena Fritz, B.A., B.Ed., M.A., Ph.D. 

 

                  St Charles Hospice                        Jerusalem                             Galilee                               Desert 

 

 
 

BAT KOL INSTITUTE FOR JEWISH STUDIES, 

POB 8030, JERUSALEM, 9108001, ISRAEL 

1983-2016 

www.batkol.info. 972(0)54-7342227 maureena@batkol.info 
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